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To Powerful Interests

Maryland Public Interest Research Group (Maryland PIRG) is a citizen funded public interest
advocacy organization with grassroots members across the state. For forty years we’ve stood
up to powerful interests whenever they threaten our health and safety, our financial security,
or our right to fully participate in our democratic society.

This bill increases price transparency for “outpatient facility fees” which are separate
from fees for professional service. This added transparency is essential to protect
patients as consumers and to help address the increasing costs of healthcare in
Maryland.

Marylanders have access to some of the best medical care in the world, from life-saving
drugs, to advanced medical devices, to cutting edge-surgical techniques. But our system is
seriously flawed, with costs spiraling out of control leaving many Marylanders to spend more
on care and often receiving worse care than they could get in many other countries.

We can do better. We must hold hospitals and insurance companies accountable to
ensure they are delivering on their commitments to patients.

From surprise hospital fees and other medical bills, to exorbitant costs for prescription drugs,
unjustifiably high costs are everywhere in our health care system. At $10,000 per person each
year, we spend twice as much money as similarly wealthy countries per person.

The very least we can do about rising health care costs is make sure consumers can
get prices for fees, services and treatment up front, to allow for more informed
decisions about value, encourage price competition that could help keep costs in
check, and create accountability for unreasonably high-cost hospitals and providers.

Emily Scarr, Maryland PIRG Director
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